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It was a success, the fifth educational meeting between Greece and Italy, that was held 

in Athens in the framework of the Comenius Regio ARCA.DIA.logue partnership.

This Comenius Regio ARCA.DIA.logue partnership is coordinated by the 1st Directorate 

for  Secondary  Education  of  Athens  (DIDE  A’  Athens)  and  the  Regional  Office  for 

Education of Puglia-Southern Italy (Ufficio Scolastico Regionale per la Puglia-Italy).

The meeting of Athens lasted two days and its topic was: Social and Family Life through 

the Theatre.

On Monday 28th April 2014 there was a first unofficial welcome of the Italian delegation 

composed of nine members at the entrance of the Herod Atticus Odeon.

This theatre is the meeting-point where the greek-roman civilization is associated with 

the topics of the partnership.

Later on, after a brief guided tour of the theatre and its surroundings the participants 

visited the Sacred Rocky Hill of the Acropolis.

There was a guided tour of the place as well. Looking at the city of Athens from the top 

of the Sacred Rocky Hill, the members of the delegation had an informal discussion on 

the way of organizing the family and social life in the City and till our contemporary era.

Then the delegation headed to the old university’s site in Plaka at about 11.30 a.m.

The reception and the formal welcome of the Italian delegation took place there by 

Mr.Papadimitriou, Substitute Director of the 1st Directorate for Secondary Education of 

Athens(DIDE  A’Athens)  and  the  representatives  of  the  other  partners  such  as  the 

Deputy-Mayor  responsible  for  educational  affairs  of  Ilion  Mr.Ghionis  as  well  as  the 

school advisers Mrs.Mitroghiannopoulou and Mrs.Tsigri as well as Mrs.Dimitra Makri, the 

school adviser and the responsible for the innovative actions Mrs.Fermeli and others.

The Italian delegation is composed of:

1. Dr.Luigi Martano-Director of the Istituto Alberghiero di Otranto standing in for the 

General Director of the Region of Puglia.

2. Anna Rita Russetti-Assistant Headmaster of the Istituto Comprensivo di Corigliano.

3. Anna Amato-Educator-Coordinator of the partnership.

4.  Dr.Isabela  Bernardini-Professor  of  greek  language  of  the  University  of  Lecce, 

representative of the Agenzia del Patrimonio Euromediterraneo.
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5. Anna Rita Vizzi-Representative of the Circolo Culturale “Argalio”

6. Luigi Ghiannachi-Representative of the Piccolo Theatro Coriglianese.

7. Maurizio Luchena-Deputy Mayor of Corigliano.

8.Valchiria Nocco-Representative of the Orchestra Sparagnina.

9. Sandra Abbate-Coordinator of the educational documentary having as a subject the 

“Matrimonio Tradizionale” (Traditional Marriage).

A  “round  table”discussion  having  as  a  subject  “Language,  traditions  and 

organization of the social life in the area of Grecia Salentina” followed in the 

building of the old university.

Dr. Luigi Martano, Dr. Isabela Bernardini, Mrs.FotiniKaimaki, Mr.Ghionis and Mr.Maurizio 

Luchena took part  in  the round table  discussion while  Dr.Dimitra  Makri,  the school 

adviser and coordinator of the partnership presided the event.

During the round table discussion, there was a minute’s silence honouring Salvatore 

Sicuro and Rocco Aprile who were professors of the greek language (Hellenists) in the 

Salento area and have both died recently.

Later on, Mrs.Th.Ghiannissopoulou read in greek and the headmasters of the schools of 

the 1st Directorate  for Secondary  Education of Athens(DIDE A’ Athens) ratified the 

protocol “ODYSSEUS” between the hellenophone schools and the schools belonging to 

the DIDE A’Athens.

This protocol had already been signed between Greece and Italy in Copertino of Puglia 

on Monday 7th January 2014(07-01-2014).

The protocol was signed by the Headmasters of the following schools:

1st Pilot High School of Athens(Experimental Gymnassio).

14th High School of Athens (Gymnassio).

18th High School of Athens (Gymnassio).

68th High School of Athens (Gymnassio).

2nd  High School of Athens (Gymnassio).

Senior High School of Nea Halkidona (Lykio) and the Italian School of Athens(Scuola 

Italiana di Atene).

The Italian schools which participate in the partnership and their headmasters  had 

already signed the protocol in Copertino, are the following:

-Istituto Comprensivo di Martano,
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-Istituto di Istruzione Secondaria Superiore Salvatore Trinchese di Martano,

-Istituto Comprensivo di Calimera con Martignano,

-Istituto Comprensivo di Castrignano de’Greci con Carpignano Salentino,

-Istituto Comprensivo di Corigliano d’Otranto con Melpignano,

-Istituto Comprensivo di Cutrofiano,

-Istituto Comprensivo di Soleto con Zollino e Sternatia.

Then the twinning (gemellagio) of the 11th Gymnassio of Ilion-a school of the DIDE 

C’Athens-taking  part  in  the  partnership  with  the  Istituto  Comprensivo  di  Corigliano 

d’Otranto con Melpignano followed.

The Two schools were represented by their assistant headmasters, Mrs.Manola signed 

as  the  representative  of  the  greek  part  and  Mrs.Anna  Rita  Russetti,  as  the 

representative of the Italian part, also signed the protocol.

The meeting was closed with an artistic programme full of songs sung by Mrs Anna 

Vizzi and Sandra Abbate while Mr.Ioannis Makris was on the guitar.

Before the end of the meeting the participants had a guided tour at the History Museum 

of the University of Athens with Mrs.Myrsini Pihou as a guide.

The morning meeting was completed with an extra visit of some of the representatives

of the delegation such as Dr.Luigi Martano, Dr.Isabela Bernardini, Maurizio Luchena, 

Anna Amato and Dimitra Makri to the Ministry of Educational and

Religious  Affairs,  particularly  to  the  Secretary  of  Educational  and  Religious  Affairs 

Mr.Ghioulekas. In the Secretary’s office there was a constructive meeting.

The subject  of  discussion was referred to the further  tightening of  the relationship 

between the two regions in the framework of the protocol of cooperation.

In the afternoon of the same day again at the building of the old university in Plaka a 

second session followed and its subject was  “Anthropological research, wedding 

ceremonies and customs in Greece and in Grecia Salentina”.

Mrs.Maria Vaina a former professor of Pedagogy at the Pedagogical and Technological 

Section of the A.S.PAI.TE (Higher School of Pedagogical and Technological Education) 

was  the  president  of  the  round  table  discussion  while  Mr.Ioannis  Ghionis  as  the 

representative of  the Ilion Municipality,  of  the respective Open Care Centre for  the 

Elderly and of the Arcadian Association “THE PROSELINI”- all of which are cooperating 

members of the partnership-greeted the event.
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The Italian side was represented by Mrs Sandra Abbate, the coordinator of the research 

with  the  title  “Traditional  Marriage”,  who  presented  the  educational  documentary 

prepared by the cooperating members in Italy and made a speech about the structure 

and  the  way  of  the  cooperation  among all  the  partners  in  order  to  complete  the 

documentary. 

The greek side was represented by Mrs.Latta as the representative of the 2nd Open Care 

Centre for the Elderly of Ilion who spoke about the actions of the 11th High School 

(Gymnassio) of Ilion, by Mrs Panayiota Stellaki, the former Headmaster of the same 

school and the educator Mrs.Maria Avramidou.

Mrs.Dimitra  Makri,  the  school  adviser  responsible  for  the  2nd High  School  of  Nea 

Filadelfia and the assistant headmaster Mrs.Irene Malliarou spoke about the actions of 

this school.

The session was closed with Mr Olympio di Marbro who intervened in the discussion 

and stressed the importance of these European partnerships and Mr. Michele Paolo who 

made a presentation and an analysis of the linguistic evolution of the griko dialect.

The two last speakers are professors of the Italian School of Athens (Scuola Italiana di 

Atene).

On  Tuesday29th  April  2014  the  third  session  took  place  in  the  World  Cultural 

Foundation of the Greek Diaspora in Nea Filadelfia (W.C.F.G.D).

First  of  all,  the  participants  had  a  guided  tour  of  the  Museum of  the  Asia  Minor 

Hellenism  “Filio  Haidemenou”  and  discussed  how  the  traditions  which  have  been 

completely vanished can be preserved alive by means of the creation of a museum and 

a careful pedagogical approach (tailor-made educational visits to the Museum).

Another  meeting  was  held  with  the  title “The  Theatre  as  an  educational 

instrument of transmission of knowledge and tradition”.

Mrs. Dimitra Makri, the coordinator of the partnership was the president of this meeting 

and there were greetings by Mr.Tavropoulos, the President of the school committee of 

the  Nea  Filadelfia  Municipality  and  by  Mr  Kavakopoulos  the  responsible  for  the 

W.C.F.G.D.

At  the  same meeting  there  were  some other  participants:  Mr.Arghyris  Goumas,  an 

educator of the 4th Senior High School of Ilion (Lykio) who presented the activities of 

the stage group of his school having the following titles:
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“Arranging fairy-tales with the aid of the shadow theatre (teatro delle ombre)-Mrs Kali  

and the twelve months” and “Sustainable approaches of the environment with the aid 

of the shadow theatre”. He also informed the participants about the activities of his 

school which takes part in the Comenius Regio partnership as well.

These activities have to do with some theatre topics. 

An empirical workshop took place afterwards. It was animated by Mr Ioannis Makris 

and  concerned  the  following  themes  “Musical  Kinetics  and  Theatre”  and  “Creative 

Improvisation”.

During  their  common lunch,  all  the  participants  sang and danced  using greek  and 

Italian popular music tunes.

The two day meeting was completed with the following afternoon activities.

Firstly, after a guided visit to the environmental sensitivity park “Andonis Tritsis” the 

guide being Mrs Athena Andypa, there was a meeting of the coordinating group which 

had the purpose of defining the parts of the programme to be delivered.

Then, there was a lecture in the premises of the Ornithological Society, the lecturer 

being the researcher Mrs.Fotini Kaimaki who presented the contest announced by the 

Cyprus Theatrical Organization.

The contest is concerning the writing of a play using the cypriot, cretan or griko dialects 

as a suggested language.

She  also  read  an  extract,  from the  play  entitled  “Simeri”  written  by  the  professor 

Salvatore Tomasi, a native of Calimera who had won the 1st prize for a play written in 

the griko dialect.

The presentation was completed with Mr.Andreas Triandafyllopoulos who spoke and 

touched the audience with his comments and impressions on the Salento region.

He also stressed the objectives of his intervention in the framework of the cooperation 

between the Arcadian Association “THE PROSELINI” and the school units.

The  evening  session  was  completed  with  the  theatrical  synthesis  “The Arcadian 

Marriage and some modern pedagogical considerations”.

The stage group of the 2nd High School of Nea Filadelfia presented the synthesis with 

Mrs. Sarkou being the responsible educator Mrs. Xanthoula Vafiadaki who has made 

special theatrical studies was the scenarist of the synthesis.
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During  the  school  year  the  stage  group  had  attended  the  lecture  given  by 

Mrs.Panayiota Ghiannopoulou a former inspector for Primary Education who presented-

at school-her original research on this subject.

The other contributors to the success of the theatrical synthesis were also Mrs.Malliarou 

who took the presentation of the photography material  on and Mrs.Katsafadou who 

translated the whole work in english.

The Senior High School of Nea Halkidona (Lykio) took part in the event as well (they 

have signed the ODYSSEUS protocol). The students of this school participate in the 

research entitled “Traditional Dances”.

This research work is directed by the colleague Mr.Heraclis  Mantzaris  who is also a 

teacher of these traditional dances. 

Mrs. Kintzoglou, the assistant headmaster of the Senior High School of Nea Halkidona 

attended the event.

As a final remark, I have to mention the 11th Gymnassio of Ilion and its students who 

embroidered the nice sugar coated almond boxes (bonbonieres), Mrs Avramidou and 

Mrs.Stellaki  who  contributed  to  this  work  as  well  as  Mr.Lattas  who  was  a  tireless 

photographer during all the meetings.

The curtain  of  the  two day  international  meeting  fell  after  the  successful  wedding 

ceremony of Pavlos from Arcadia and the Griko girl called Sylvia.  

The Director of the D.I.D.E A’ Athens     

                                                                           N. Mavroidis 
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