OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE (DIDE A’ ATHENS)
Comenius Regio ARCA.DIA.logue
It was a great success the four day long bilateral meeting between Italy and Greece that
was held in Puglia in the framework of the Comenius Regio ARCA.DIA.logue partnership.
This partnership is coordinated by the 1st Directorate for Secondary Education of Athens
(DIDE A’ ATHENS) and the Regional Office for Education of Puglia (Ufficio Scolastico
Regionale per la Puglia, Italy).
The main subject of dialogue during the meeting was the following: «Tradition and
Dialogue as a means of acquiring the European Citizenship».
On Sunday 05th January 2014, in Bari, the Headmaster of the hellenophone school of
Corigliano Mrs Porziana di Cosola gave the greek delegation a warm welcome. Mrs
Porziana di Cosola was the representative of all the members of the Italian partnership.
After a brief visit and worship in the Cathedral of Saint-Nicholas of Bari (Basilica di San
Nicola), the main programme started with the official reception of the greek delegation in
the Town Hall in Alberobello and the talks with the Mayor of this town Mr. Michele Maria
Longo and the members of his town council. The subject of the talks was about the town
and the educational policies of the Municipality.
The Town Hall meeting was completed by the visit of the greek delegation to the
Alberobello site which has been characterized a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO. Mrs
Fermeli, the responsible for the environmental education of the DIDE A’ Athens, gave a
short lecture about the site.
Later on, on the same day, there was a special ceremony at the castle of Corigliano. This
ceremony honoured the arcadian tradition and was organized by the Arcadian Association
of Ilion «PROSELINI» representative Mr Frangakis, a teacher of traditional dances and a
representative of the Open Care Center for the Elderly of the Illion Municipality. (The
«PROSELINI» Association and the Open Care Center for the Elderly of the Municipality of
Ilion are both our greek participating agents in the programme).
In order to organize successfully this evening ceremony, Mr. Tommaso Condo’ the
responsible for the cultural affairs of the Municipality of Corigliano cooperated with the
President of the Arcadian Association of Ilion «PROSELINI» Mr. Koutsandreas.
There were also greetings on the part of Mrs. Makri- the coordinator of the programme- of
Mrs. Ghianissopoulou -the representative of the DIDE A’ ATHENS- of the assistant
Headmasters of the greek participating schools Mrs. Manola (11 th Gymnassio of Ilion) and
Mrs. Malliarou (2nd Junior High School of Nea Filadelfia).
The evening ceremony was completed with an action entitled «philosophical thoughts
concerning Christmas». This action was a cooperating action between the school of
Corigliano and the respective agent of the Corigliano Municipality (Both of them are
cooperating Italian agents).
It is worth noting, at this point, that the Corigliano Municipality has been proclaimed a
philosophical town for its international policies having to do with philosophy.
On Monday 06th January 2014, the programme started with the reception of the greek
delegation by the Consul of Greece in Brindisi Mr. Fusco and the representative of the
Agenzia per il Patrimonio Culturale Euromediterraneo (the Agenzia is a cooperating agent
in the partnership) Professor of the greek language in the University of Lecce, Mrs.
Bernardini.
The reception was followed and culminated in the celebration of the Epiphany and the
holy water sanctification at the Brindisi port where all the participants -Orthodox and
Catholic Christians- were delighted by the Grace of God being present in front of them.
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This splendid celebration is prepared with great effort every year, by the greek
community, but for the running year, it was framed by the Comenius Regio actions as a
cultural meeting of peace and dialogue as well.
All the partners were represented in the gathering of the church and afterwards, during
the procession, both the coordinators of the programme, Mrs. Amato and Mrs. Makri, the
representative of the DIDE A’ ATHENS, Mrs. Ghiannissopoulou with the President of the
community Mr. Davilis, Mrs. Bernandini, the Consul of Greece Mr. Fusco and some
members of the greek community, participated in this procession holding a banner with
the words «Brindisi International City of Dialogue and Unity among the Christians».
Later on, the members of the Arcadian Association of Ilion «PROSELINI», with the
guidance of the representative of the Open Care Center for the Elderly the dance-teacher
Mr. Frangakis, showed some traditional dances of Greece.
There were also some dancers-members of the Association of the Liossia Inhabitants in
Ilion and some representatives of the friends of the Folk Museum of Ilion who had
gathered and followed partly the works of the meeting and had travelled independently to
Italy.
The group of singers belonging to the traditional non-profit organization ARGALIO
sang in the griko dialect as well. (Argalio is also a cooperating agent in the
programme).
At noon, the delegation had a joint feast lunch with the members of the greek
community and the vicar, father Cornelio. In the afternoon, the cultural exchanges
went on with the greek delegation’s visit to the «presepe vivente» in Tricase. After
having visited the site, the greek delegation was received and greeted by the
Mayor of Tricase Mr. Antonio Giuseppe Coppola and the former Headmaster of
the school of Corigliano Mr. Martano. Mrs Amato, the Italian coordinator, accompanied
the group and followed its actions until late in the evening.
After the visit of Tricase, the delegation headed to Sternatia to have a look at
the same custom followed by the hellenophone community this time. In Sternatia,
the members of the delegation visited the sites of the presepe vivente, went to
the underground olive mills where they were guided and there were some
significant educational remarks of environmental type. Later on, the delegation
fulfilled their daily programme with a visit to the «centro di studi chora-ma». In
this centre (centro) they met the President Mr. D.Indino and they had a discussion
with him.
Finally, the delegation closed their
evening programme with poetry. Some poems, in the griko dialect, were recited by
Mr. G. Mastrolia who is a member of the «centro di studi chora-ma». For the
teachers of the delegation who took part in this programme, this meeting, the
dialogue which followed, as well as the problematics exchanged among all the
participants were especially constructive and had an additional educational value.
On Tuesday morning, 07th January 2014, the greek delegation started their
works in the Corigliano castle. The works were attended by a number of
educators, parents, members of the cooperating associations and students as well.
The Headmaster of the school of Corigliano Mrs. Porziana di Cosola inaugurated the works
while there were greetings by the following participants:
Mrs. Ghiannissopoulou Th. as a representative of the DIDE A’ Athens, Mrs. Makri as a
coordinator of the programme and Mrs. Fermeli as a responsible for the environmental
education of the DIDE A’ Athens.
The educational group of the 11th Gymnassio of Ilion-helped by Mrs. Kalantzi who took on
the translation in English (Mrs. Kalantzi is a teacher of the 2 nd Junior High School of Nea
Filadelfia) spoke about:
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1) the importance of having educational exchanges with the Museums (Mrs. Stellaki and
Mrs. Syghenioti were the responsible teachers for this presentation) and gave educational
material from the Acropolis Museum and the Museum of Cycladic Art to Corigliano school
as a gift.
2) they presented the treasures of the greek museums in particular the museumconstructions
a) of the Goulandris Museum (Museum of Cycladic Art -an ancient greek toy-), ancient
greek garments and
b) a copy of the Parthenon Frieze (from the Acropolis Museum).
The presentation of the museum-constructions was made by Mrs. Stellaki and Mrs.
Syghenioti)
3) there were some suggestions about organizing educational scenarios based on the
museums material (the responsible for the presentation was Mrs. Makri).
The Arcadian Association «PROSELINI» made a presentation about the role of the art of
the wood engraving and one of its members spoke about the ways of transmitting the folk
tradition (Mr. Triandafyllopoulos) was the responsible for this presentation. A journalist of
Arcadian origin -Mr. Sotiropoulos - gave the school of Corigliano a CD having as a subject
the region of Arcadia. This was a present on his part.
The workshop was closed with the presentation-teaching of some greek dances
- (Mrs. Manola was the responsible for this presentation-teaching) - the presentation’s
purpose was to introduce a research on the pleasure caused by these dances.
It was about a pleasure caused by the movements and the senses of the participants.
(Kinaesthetic pleasure).
Finally, the teachers and the students of the school of Corigliano made a tour and had a
look at the exhibition items of the greek delegation and they were given information about
them by the greek educators. In parallel, at the same time there was a workshop in the
school with the participation of all the responsibles for the programme.
On Tuesday evening, 7th January 2014, the greek delegation went to the school of
Copertino where the protocol of cooperation «ΟΔΥΣΣΕΑΣ» (Odysseus) between the union
of the hellenophone schools named «ΠΡΟΖΥΜΙ» (Leaven) the schools of the DIDE A’
Athens and the School Adviser’s Office (2 nd grade education-specialization U.E 15) was
signed.
The protocol was signed by the Director of the Regional Office for Education of Puglia
(Direttore Generale degli UU.SS.RR Basilicata e Puglia) Mr. Franco Inglese, the
Headmasters of the hellenophone schools and Mrs. Dimitra Makri the School Adviser
(Responsabile Consigliere Didattico – specialization U.E 15) who is the coordinator of the
programme. Mrs. Camalleri, the Vice-President of the Regional Office for Education
of Puglia (Dirigente Vicario, Ufficio VI Politiche per gli studenti USR Puglia), Mr.
Fusco, the Consul of Greece, Mrs. Ghiannissopoulou, the representative of the DIDE A’
Athens, all the Headmasters of the schools of this educational region, the assistant
headmasters of the participating greek schools Mrs. Manola (11 th Gymnassio of Ilion) and
Mrs. Malliarou (2nd Junior High School of Nea Filadelfia) as well as the teachers of both
schools were present during the protocol’s signature.
Later on, the delegation accompanied by the former Headmaster of the school of
Corigliano and representative of the region Mr. Martano, went to Ruffano so as to attend a
meeting full of actions organized by the President of the Arcadian Association
«PROSELINI» Mr. Koutsandreas, helped by the members of the Association actions having
to do with the tradition of the Torrepaduli di San Rocco.
In the church of San Rocco, the daughter of the famous violin player of pizzica Luigi
Stifani attended the meeting as well as the representative of the Greek Community Mr.
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Antonio Ancora, the ethnomusicologist Pierpaolo De Giorgi and other prominent
personalities.
Then, the delegation made a tour to look at the presepe vivente of the Folk Museum of
Ruffano and the Mayor of Ruffano Mr. Carlo Russo dined with his guests.
The dinner was completed with the presence of dancers who showed their dancing actions
combining the Italian tarantella with the greek traditional dances.
On the Wednesday morning, 08th January 2014, the works of the programme went
on at the school of Corigliano.
At first, the educators made the tour of the school where they stayed for a while and
discussed with their colleagues about educational matters and afterwards, a workshop
took place having as a subject the theatre as a factor of transmitting the tradition from
generation to generation in Greece and in the Salento Region. There were two additional
workshops which presented their actions in parallel.
1) The school of Corigliano in cooperation with the Associazione «Piccolo Teatro
Coriglianese and
2) the theatrical group of the 2nd Junior High School of Nea Filadelfia (responsible
speakers for the presentation Mrs. Sarcou and Mrs. Vafiadaki).
There was a second session with the subject of the environmental education as a matter
of discussion.
In this second session the school of Corigliano participated representing the Italian part
while the speakers of the greek part were a) Mrs. Fermeli, the responsible for the
environmental education of the DIDE A’ Athens. The title of her lecture was «the role of
the environmental education: a necessity for the educational system». b) Mrs. M. Kouri2nd Junior High School of Nea Filadelfia – having as a subject «Teaching the physical
sciences in the 2nd grade of Education and their relationship with the environment» c)
Mrs. M. Avramidou-11th Gymnassio of Ilion- with the title «Transmitting the tradition from
generation to generation and the cooperation of the 11th Gymnassio of Ilion with the 2nd
Open Care Centre for the Elderly of the Ilion Municipality» and finally d) Mr. Lattas-11 th
Gymnassio of Ilion with the title: «Photography and Video: some new ways of artistic
expression in order to show off the tradition well».
At this point, the educators left school because they had to visit the historical city of Lecce
while the organizing committee of the programme consisting of the representatives of all
the partners in Italy and two of the representatives of the greek partners Mrs. Makri- the
coordinator of the partnership- and Mrs. Ghiannissopoulou -the representative of the DIDE
A’ Athens- continued their actions with another workshop having to do with organizational
matters of the programme.
It is worth making the following remark at this point: the greek delegation conducted
some workshops in a systematic way during the journey to Italy and vice versa (coming
back to Greece) either on board or in the coach. These workshops concerned the best
realization of the programme.
During the whole mission of the greek delegation the educator Mr. Lattas-11 th Gymnassio
of Ilion- accompanied and helped by the arcadian journalist Mr. Sotiropoulos- wrote all the
events down in a systematic way.
At 16.00 p.m. the delegation left Lecce and headed to Bari to return to Athens.
On Thursday 09th January 2014, the journey was completed and the greek delegation
came back to Athens.
The Director of the DIDE A’ Athens
N. Mavroidis
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The Greek delegation in Alberobello

Signing the Protocol “ΟΔΥΣΣΕΑΣ” (Odysseus)
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Brindisi: International City of Dialogue and Unity among the Christians

Epiphany in Brindisi
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In the classroom of the hellenophone Corigliano

Sternatia: centro studi “chora-ma”
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